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MAKING HOUSING AFFORDABLE



 

VAWA Emergency Transfer (VET) Plan
Macon Housing Authority is concerned about the safety of residents, and such concern extends to residents who are victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking – collectively referred to as VAWA crimes.  

In accordance with the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), Macon Housing Authority allows residents and applicants who are victims of VAWA crimes and have a reasonable belief that they are in imminent danger of harm from a perpetrator of VAWA crimes to request a VAWA Emergency Transfer from the resident’s current unit to another unit. The resident/applicant is responsible for paying for any expenses associated with the move. The ability to request a transfer is available regardless of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, familial status, disability, gender identity, or sexual orientation.
The ability of  Macon Housing Authority  to honor such request for residents currently receiving assistance may depend upon a preliminary determination that the resident is or has been a victim of a VAWA crime or is a person affiliated with a victim of a VAWA crime, whether there is a reasonable belief that the resident or applicant is in imminent danger of harm, and on whether  Macon Housing Authority has another dwelling unit that is available and is safe to offer the resident for temporary or more permanent occupancy.

This VAWA Emergency Transfer Plan identifies: 

· Residents who are eligible for an emergency transfer, 

· Applicants who are eligible for an emergency transfer

· The documentation needed to request or receive an emergency transfer, 

· Confidentiality 

· How an emergency transfer may occur, and 

· Guidance about safety and security.  

This plan is based on a Model Emergency Transfer Plan published by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 

Eligibility for Emergency Transfers 

A resident/applicant who is a victim of a VAWA crime is eligible for an emergency transfer when: 

1. The person making the request is a victim of a VAWA crime or is a person affiliated with a victim of a VAWA crime 

2. There is a request for a VAWA Emergency Transfer; and

3. The resident reasonably believes that there is a threat of imminent harm if the resident remains within the same unit; or 

if the resident is a victim of sexual assault, the resident may also be eligible to transfer if the sexual assault occurred on the premises within the 90-calendarday period preceding a request for an emergency transfer. 

Residents have such rights even if the resident is not a resident in good standing.

A resident/applicant requesting an emergency transfer must expressly request the transfer in accordance with the procedures described in this plan.   

Emergency Transfer Request Documentation 

Victims of VAWA crimes (resident/applicant or someone representing the resident/applicant) must submit a request for a VAWA Emergency Transfer (VET) in accordance with HUD regulations and the property’s VAWA policy.  

To request a VET, the victim of the VAWA crime (resident/applicant or someone representing the resident/applicant) must notify staff of Macon Housing Authority and 

1. Submit a self-certification that the individual has been a victim of a VAWA crime via HUD form 5382 along with a written request for a transfer using HUD Form 5383 (forms provided by  Macon Housing Authority), or

2. Request and participate in a meeting during which the victim of the VAWA crime (resident/applicant or someone representing the resident/applicant) may verbally request a VAWA Emergency Transfer which will be documented on a form signed by the person seeking the VAWA Emergency Transfer (hereinafter “VET”).
The person requesting VAWA protections may also submit their own written request for an emergency transfer.  Such a request must include either: 

1. A statement expressing why the resident reasonably believes that there is a threat of imminent harm from further violence if the resident were to remain in the same dwelling unit; OR 

2. A statement that the resident was a sexual assault victim and that the sexual assault occurred on the premises during the 90-calendar-day period preceding the resident’s request for an emergency transfer.   

Macon Housing Authority will accept the VET request in an equally effective format as a reasonable accommodation when there is the presence of a disability.    

Verification 
Macon Housing Authority accepts a self-certification by a resident requesting a VET described as HUD Forms 5382 and 5383, or at the resident’s request, third-party documentation that demonstrates a victim of a VAWA crime is eligible for an emergency transfer.  If the victim believes it is not safe to submit such documentation, the victim should provide the reasons for such belief.  Examples of third party documentation that the VAWA victim is in imminent danger or has been a victim of sexual assault on the property within the past 90 days include, but are not limited to: a letter or other documentation from a victim service provider, social worker, legal assistance provider, pastoral counselor, mental health provider, or other professional from whom you have sought assistance; a current restraining order; a recent court order or other court records; a law enforcement report or records; communication records from the perpetrator of the violence or family members or friends of the perpetrator of the violence, including emails, voicemails, text messages, and social media posts.

Confidentiality   

Any information that the victim of the VAWA crime (resident/applicant or someone representing the resident/applicant) submits in requesting an emergency transfer, and information about the emergency transfer will remain confidential and will be maintained in a file separate from the applicant tenant file. This includes keeping the new location of the dwelling unit confidential, if one is provided.

This information will not be disclosed unless the resident gives Macon Housing Authority written permission to release the information on a time limited basis, or disclosure of the information is required by law or required for use in an eviction proceeding or hearing regarding termination of assistance from the covered program. 

See the Notice of Occupancy Rights under the Violence Against Women Act for more information about Macon Housing Authority’s responsibility to maintain the confidentiality of information related to incidents of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking. 

Internal and External VET
Macon Housing Authority has relationships with several different types of properties. Macon Housing Authority owns and operates some properties. In these properties Macon Housing Authority has the ability to determine eligibility and make internal transfers.  In other properties involving programs such as RAD, LIHTC, Section 8 Multifamily, and HOME properties, Macon Housing Authority has differing relationships which will impact whether transfers will be viewed as internal or external. In certain instances, Macon Housing Authority may not have the authority to require the property to apply its preference order, and some properties may require additional or different eligibility criteria.  For example, if a resident of any of the properties that have a relationship with Macon Housing Authority make a request for a VET to a unit owned and operated by Macon Housing Authority, such a transfer will be considered an internal transfer and will be immediately processed by Macon Housing Authority on a priority basis. However, if a resident of a property owned and operated by Macon Housing Authority requests a VET to a property that is not owned and operated by Macon Housing Authority, those residents will need to follow the external VET requirements, because additional or different eligibility criteria may apply in these properties. 
Internal emergency transfer refers to an emergency relocation of a resident to another available and safe unit where the resident would not be categorized as a new applicant; that is, the resident may reside in the new unit without having to undergo an application process.  If a unit is available, the resident/applicant must be eligible for the unit based on the requirements set forth by the property.  The resident/applicant should discuss unit transfer eligibility requirements with Macon Housing Authority and/or property staff to fully understand the requirements.  

Safe unit refers to a unit that the victim of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking believes is safe.
Regardless of whether the resident is applying for an internal emergency transfer or an external emergency transfer, residents requesting a VET must qualify for the new unit based on the requirements set forth by the property. When requesting an external emergency transfer, resident should understand that they may also be subject to other screening requirements set forth by the management agent responsible for the other property.    

Internal emergency transfer:  If an existing resident qualifies for an internal VET, and when there are no other requests for VET unit transfers, the first available unit that the requestor deems safe will be offered by Macon Housing Authority to the resident. Unless otherwise determined, the costs of the transfer will be borne by the resident.
When an appropriate and safe unit is not available on this property, Macon Housing Authority will work with the resident to identify alternative housing under Macon Housing Authority or by other federally funded programs.  

If a “safe” unit is not immediately available, the resident will be added to the property’s waiting list and provided the priority as stated in the VET policy.  

In a case where the resident requests and qualifies for an internal transfer or an external transfer when the new property is owned or managed by Macon Housing Authority the resident/applicant will be given an “emergency transfer (ET)” preference.  

See below for a more detailed description of preferences.

Before the transfer is granted, the resident/applicant must agree to abide by the terms and conditions that govern occupancy in the new unit.
If a resident/applicant reasonably believes a proposed transfer would not be safe, the resident may request a transfer to a different unit.  When the new unit is offered and accepted, the resident will have thirty (30) calendar days to complete appropriate paperwork, take possession of the new unit and move out of the current unit.   

If an existing resident qualifies for an external VET, and the resident wishes to move to another property that is not owned or managed by Macon Housing Authority, it will work closely with the resident and will take all reasonable measures to assist with the victim’s efforts to find alternative housing and to ensure strict confidentiality.  The resident/applicant is required to meet the eligibility requirements and/or screening requirement set forth by the agencies that govern the housing program.  
If Macon Housing Authority has no safe and available units for which a resident who needs an emergency transfer is eligible, Macon Housing Authority will assist the resident in identifying other housing providers who may have safe and available units via an external transfer. If the property is not owned or managed by Macon Housing Authority can offer to assist the residents, but cannot guarantee that the resident will receive priority placement based on the resident’s status as a victim of a VAWA crime or the resident’s status as a person affiliated with a victim of a VAWA crime.  The resident should contact the property staff at the new property and ask for information about applicant selection and placement preference.  

Macon Housing Authority will work with the resident to ensure that the new location is not disclosed except as specified in the VAWA policy. With an internal transfer Macon Housing Authority’s property manager will also meet with the resident to discuss provision of information needed to establish eligibility or to screen household members.  

When an applicant applies to the property and requests preference based on their status as a victim of a VAWA crime or a person affiliated with a victim of a VAWA crime, Macon Housing Authority will require appropriate paperwork as described in its VAWA policy.  

Macon Housing Authority  may be unable to transfer a resident to a particular unit if the resident has not or cannot establish eligibility for that unit.     
When a person seeking VAWA protections requests an emergency transfer and when that resident qualifies for the emergency transfer and qualifies for a proposed unit owned or managed by Macon Housing Authority, the unit will be offered based on the following:

Macon Housing Authority’s residents who request a transfer to different units and who qualify for the following preferences will be placed on the preferred transfer list based on the type of transfer in the order listed below, and within each type of preference by the date and time the completed Unit Transfer Request is received. 

· Verified need for an accessible unit

· Emergency Transfer  

· Verified need for a reasonable accommodation

· Verified medical need

· Resident is currently living in an accessible unit and no longer needs the features

· Under housed (unit is too small)

Applicants on the waiting list who qualify for the following preferences will be placed on the preferred waiting list based upon the order of preference as listed below and within each type of preference by the date and time the completed application is received. 

· Verified need for an accessible unit

· Emergency Transfer

Applicants who do not qualify for the preferences described above will be placed next based on the date and time the completed application is received and based on their eligibility for other preferences.
Accessible units will always be offered to residents and applicants who need the features of the accessible unit before they are offered to residents and applicants who do not need the features of an accessible unit.  

Please see the property Tenant Selection Plan for additional information.

When Macon Housing Authority is unable to identify a vacant unit within its control for which the resident requesting a VET is eligible or believes is safe, Macon Housing Authority will assist the resident to locate an external transfer.  
External emergency transfer refers to an emergency relocation of a resident to another available and safe unit where the resident would be categorized as a new applicant; that is the resident must undergo an application process in order to reside in the new unit.  The applicant may be required to meet the eligibility requirements and/or screening requirement set forth by the properties and the agencies that govern the housing program administered by the property’s owner/agent.   An external transfer may be to a unit in another property under a different program with a relationship with Macon Housing Authority if the resident must apply or if the property is owned and operated by a third party. The costs of the move will be borne by the resident.
At the residents’ request, Macon Housing Authority will also assist residents in contacting local organizations offering assistance to victims of VAWA Crimes.

A list of organizations that can assist a resident requesting a VET is included as part of this VAWA Emergency Transfer Plan.
Macon Housing Authority will provide a list of nearby federally assisted properties for which the resident requesting a VET may be eligible, and at the residents’ request, Macon Housing Authority will work cooperatively with the resident requesting an external transfer to locate other housing providers who may have an available and safe unit for which the resident can make application.   
Emergency Transfer Timing and Availability
Macon Housing Authority cannot guarantee that a transfer request will be approved or how long it will take to process a transfer request.  Macon Housing Authority will, however, act as quickly as possible to move a resident who requests a VET to another unit, subject to availability and safety of a unit.  

Safety and Security of Residents 

Victims of VAWA crimes and/or any person affiliated with a victim of a VAWA crime are urged to take all reasonable precautions to be safe.   Macon Housing Authority cannot guarantee the safety of any residents including residents who are transferred due to a VET. 
Residents/applicants who are or have been victims of domestic violence are encouraged to contact the National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-7233, or a local domestic violence shelter, for assistance in creating a safety plan.  For persons with hearing impairments, that hotline can be accessed by calling 1-800-787-3224 (TTY).   

Residents/applicants who have been victims of sexual assault may call the Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network’s National Sexual Assault Hotline at 800-656-HOPE, or visit the online hotline at https://ohl.rainn.org/online/ .   

Residents/applicants who are or have been victims of stalking seeking help may visit the National Center for Victims of Crime’s Stalking Resource Center at https://www.victimsofcrime.org/ourprograms/stalking-resource-center . 

National Organizations Offering Assistance To Victims Of Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual Assault, Or Stalking.

Resources:

Although Macon Housing Authority does not provide direct services, below, please find a list of references to other resources covering a wide variety of needs.  The resource lists in this entire section are not intended to be comprehensive, but rather a place for you to start.  If you find additional resources that prove helpful, please forward them along to us so we can share them with others.
Macon Rescue Mission                                                                478-743-5195       www.rescuemissionga.com
Macon-Bibb EOC                                                                         478- 330-6273      www.macon-bibbeoc.com
Salvation Army Emergency Center                                              478-746-8572      www.salvationarmygeorgia.com
	The National Domestic Violence Hotline 
	800-799-7233 (SAFE)
	www.ndvh.org 

	National Dating Abuse Helpline
	866-331-9474
	www.loveisrespect.org

	Americans Overseas Domestic Violence Crisis Center 
	866-USWOMEN (879-6636)
	www.866uswomen.org

	National Child Abuse Hotline/Childhelp 
	800-4-A-CHILD 800-422-4453
	www.childhelp.org

	National Sexual Assault Hotline 
	800-656-4673 (HOPE)
	www.rainn.org

	National Center for Victims of Crime 
	202-467-8700
	www.victimsofcrime.org

	National Human Trafficking Resource Center/Polaris Project 
	888-373-7888

Text: HELP to BeFree (233733)
	www.polarisproject.org

	National Resource Center on Domestic Violence 
	800-537-2238
	www.nrcdv.org and www.vawnet.org

	Futures Without Violence: The National Health Resource Center on Domestic Violence 
	888-792-2873
	www.futureswithoutviolence.org

	National Center on Domestic Violence, Trauma & Mental Health
	312-726-7020 ext. 2011

	www.nationalcenterdvtraumamh.org

	Domestic Violence Initiative 
	303-839-5510 877-839-5510
	www.dviforwomen.org

	Deaf Abused Women’s Network (DAWN) 
	202-559-5366
	Hotline@deafdawn.org www.deafdawn.org

	Women of Color Network 
	800-537-2238
	www.wocninc.org

	INCITE! Women of Color Against Violence 
	
	incite.natl@gmail.com 
www.incite-national.org

	Alianza 
	505-753-3334
	www.dvalianza.org

	Casa de Esperanza 
	651-772-1611
	www.casadeesperanza.org

	Asian and Pacific Islander Institute on Domestic Violence 
	415-954-9988
	www.apiidv.org

	Committee Against Anti-Asian Violence (CAAAV) 
	212- 473-6485
	www.caaav.org

	Manavi 
	732-435-1414
	www.manavi.org

	Institute on Domestic Violence in the African American Community 
	877-643-8222
	www.dvinstitute.org

	The Black Church and Domestic Violence Institute 
	770-909-0715
	www.bcdvi.org

	The Audre Lorde Project 
	
	www.alp.org

	LAMBDA GLBT Community Services 
	206-350-4283 178-596-0342
	http://www.qrd.org/qrd/www/orgs/avproject/main.htm

	National Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs 
1-212-714-1184
	206-350-4283
	www.ncavp.org

	National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
	202-393-5177
	www.ngltf.org

	Northwest Network of Bisexual, Trans, Lesbian & Gay Survivors of Abuse 
	206-568-7777
	www.nwnetwork.org

	National Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life 
	608-255-0539
	www.ncall.us

	National Center for Elder Abuse 
	855-500-3537
	http://www.ncea.aoa.gov/

	American Bar Association Commission on Domestic Violence 
	202-662-1000
	www.abanet.org/domviol

	Battered Women’s Justice Project 
	800-903-0111
	www.bwjp.org

	Safe Horizon stalking victims’ hotline (assessment & referrals provided)
	866-689-4357
	

	Stalking Resource Center
	
	www.victimsofcrime.org/our-programs/stalking-resource-center

	The National Organization for Victim Assistance
	800-879-6682
	www.trynova.org  

	iSafetyNet
	
	http://www.isafetynet.org/ 


Other Properties Providing HUD Subsidy and Subject to the Rules Provided by the Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act 2013
Please note that certain eligibility factors including income limits and program regulations may vary between properties.  

                          MHA MANAGED PROPERTIES 
Anthony Homes, Inc., 1793 Wren Avenue………………………………………………………752-5010
Bowden-Pendleton, Inc., 2301 and 3401 Houston Avenue…………………………….752-5003
Davis Homes, 905 Main Street………………………………………………………………………….752-5000
Murphey Homes, 900 A Street………………………………………………………………………….752-5000
Shakespeare Homes, 3928 Bloomfield Drive……………………………………………………752-5000
Felton Homes Apartments – 2111 Felton Av……………………………………………………752-5006

Tindall Fields I, II,III 1850 Tindall Avenue……………………………………………………… 259-1539

2009 Vineville Senior Housing, 2009 Vineville Ave ………………………………….….
743-8225

Dempsey Apartments, 523 Cherry St ……………………………………………………………
741-4471

Autumn Manor, 504 Shurling Drive ………………………………………………………….….
746-5519
McAfee Towers, 1212 Gray Hwy……………………………………………………………………….752-5011
Tindall Seniors Towers, 1855 Felton Avenue……………………………………………………238-4255
Hunt School Village, 990 Shurling Drive…………………………………………………………….292-8080
OTHER HUD SUBSIDIZED UNITS – MACON AREA
Anthony Arms Apartments, 1692 Anthony Rd ..……………………………………………
788-0194

Autumn Trace Apartments, 1745 Rocky Creek Rd ……………………………………….
788-7621

Bartlett Crossing, 3027 Bonneville Dr……………………………………………………………….742-2855

Colony West Apartments, 5284 Bloomfield Rd…………………………………………………788-3136

Jefferson Apartments, 3068 Jeffersonville Rd  ……………………………………………
743-7547

Kingston Gardens Apartments, 4416 Mumford Rd ……………………………………….
477-2636

Latanya Village Apartments, 2565 Millerfield Rd …………………………………………
743-3244

Pinewood Park, 4755 Mercer University Dr………………………………………………………314-1900

Parkview Apartments, 4150 Lions Place ……………………………………………………….
788-0203

Riverside Gardens Apartments, 575 Baxter Ave ………………………………………….
743-0467

Rockland Apartments, 2295 Recreation Rd ………………………………………………….
743-3910

Sandy Springs Apartments, 3044 Bloomfield Rd ………………………………………….
781-0182

Second Neighborhood, 637 Bowman St…………………………………………………………….803-7705

Tattnall Place Apartments, 150 Calhoun…………………………………………………………741-4011

Blossom Hill, 4006 Mercer University Dr ………………………………………………………….474-9191

Wilshire Woods Apartments, 2560 Rocky Creek Rd……………………………………….
781-8933

Green Meadows Townhouses, 3867 Log Cabin Rd………………………………………..  477-5674
Colony West Apartments, 5284 Bloomfield Rd…………………………………………….. 788-3136
Ashton Hills Apartments, 925 Toliver Pl………………………………………………………… 474-8890

Baltic Park Apartments Senior Housing, 860 Hightower Rd ……………………….
788-3514

Clisby Towers Apartments, 2087 Vineville Ave ……………………………………………
743-9008
St. Paul Apartments, 1330 Forsyth Street……………………………………………………… 745-0829
St. Paul Village, 1355 Forsyth Street………………………………………………………………  745-0829
Magnolia Manor, 200 Pierce Avenue………………………………………………………………   743-0178
Please note:  you can also find Section 8 apartments on HUD’s web sites
http://www.hud.gov/apps/section8/
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/pha/contacts
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